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January 2009 22nd Year of People Helping People!

Fellow members -

Welcome to the New Year

As our user group enters its 22nd year of existence (a very long time for any-
thing having to do with computers), we are reminded not only of how far our
computer skills have progressed, but also of the many exciting innovations
that are ahead. Actively participating in, or at least attending, our meetings is
one of the better ways to enhance the usefulness of your computer(s), and
expand your skills. Even better, helping other members, and non-

members, solve their computer problems also keeps one's gray cells function-

ing and alert.

As our club motto states, "People Helping People" is what we do, by sharing
our knowledge and experience so everyone gains. Among the people who

really do help people are your club's volunteer officers and SIG leaders.

We have a full complement of both for year 2009, including new blood, and
they deserve both our appreciation and support. They devote a lot of un-
seen time and effort to arranging presentations, publishing a newslet-

ter, preparing for the SIG's, publicizing forthcoming meetings, managing the
club's funds, meeting legal requirements, handling arrangements with our
host, Brandon High School, and making sure everything else also runs
smoothly. So, | encourage you again to actively participate, share your knowl-
edge, and offer whatever help you can to other
members and the club leaders, so that we can

have a successful 2009 and beyond.

Jo Ann Brawner
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Of course, also continuing their support to the clu b in 2009 are our SIG leaders:
Sherry Foecking with her expertise in MS Office and other
office software related subjects.

Darrell Manns with his knowledge in Windows XP software, special programs and
gadgets applied to the operating system.

Jerry Harris always has answers where the Internet and Networking are concerned.
He also answers questions on other subjects as well.

Parker Monroe the all-round PC man seldom gets stuck with questions he does not
have answers for.

Not to forget all the others filling in to lend a helping hand to make the evening a

Success.

Windows Vista Submitted by member Don Miller. Thanks Don  http://dmiller900.com/

Still thinking about a new computer with Windows Vi sta, or upgrading?

We suggest you check the Windows Vista Upgrade Advi  sor to make sure your computer is ready
for the edition of Windows Vista you want

Windows Vista: which edition should you get?

http://www.helpwithwindows.com/WindowsVista/vista-which-version.html

See Windows Vista demos to learn about the features of Windows Vista

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/windowsvista/seeit/default. mspx

Windows Vista Help

http://windowshelp.microsoft.com/Windows/en-US/default.mspx

For more news and information, click the “subscribe” link below to get this great Newsletter

http://www.vistanews.com/

Many books are available on Windows Vista in book stores, computer stores and Online

http://www.compusa.com

http://www.booksamillion.com

http://www.barnesandnoble.com

PS. Some computer system makers still offer XP Pro on new PCs till 07/2009
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Minutes of the meeting 12/02/2008
A motion was made and seconded to elect all officer nominees. All nominees were elected
unanimously. Total time, less than 10 seconds! Results on page 2.

Darrell Manns again showed a find from his favorite Web Site http://www.snapfiles.com listed

under the Miscellanies column.

$ OLWWOH XWLOLW\ FDOOHGX TOR@W B R®VWR HZKE A R NSHUVWRUWRQ G R G
WKH VFUROO ZKHHOKRAWRX WPRXMKVRIW QHW

,Q RUGHU WR VDYH WKH RWKHU WXHVSE R WMKH PR XVHVZKHHIOUD O V
FRPELQDWLRQV VR WKDW WKH EROXWPHGDLHHQ/ WRQ JHZD® © ORHQ M\Q |
NH\ LV SUHVVHG RU IRU H[DPSORLQ@WXHQ RYH B RWKHWKBIVSI EDU 2
SODFH DQ\ZKHUH RQ WKH VFUHH @ VWKMDDRSOWHS ZI K IQHF @/ IKRDQWDIO L W\
VHWWLQJV FDQ EH IRXQG LQ WKMHKFBSHBBUDHAHUHQFHV® RI

$ TXHVWLRQ DERXW UHFRUGLQJ DRXURE UDR DHY® PH W HREQHBG
KWWS ZZZ VODSQ OHMHFBPYWHP 8WLOLWLHV® VHFWLRQ

$OVR GLVFXVVHG ZDV KRZ WR FKDQJH )LOH $VVRFLDWLRQ®
3DUNHU ORQURH PHQWLRQHG ) XWKLHO L WD WH\ON YHDVQRBUHRL ~$F
ZKLFK LV FDOOHG ~7U\ DQG GAKHG BF W W ZWEG OGHRVWRX RXWV R
WKHQ DIWHU \RX WKLQN \RX GX® GREHQAXJR YR B¥ LEDIFNURR WK H
EHIRUH \RX VWDUWHG “7U\ DQGHIHFKGRIHER VQRVOKLIOD VK BN EHHQ
U\WKLQJ LV EDFN WKH ZD\ LW ¥BVWRRRX EPIGD\RK ZQB ONVKB ODWH V'

7UXH ,PDJH WR JHW WR XVH WKRX OXNXWG\ ZXKIDMRXRIV B LGI \RX DOVF
OHHWLQJ DGMRXUQHG DW 30

OLQXWHV RI WKH PHHWLQJ
%HIRUH -HUU\ +DUULV KDG D FKRQF B WHRU DHW \6\WD BB G BBOXO Ot
QLFH OLWWOH JDGKWW KXHZRX GEER QWXER FRIPVWHG RI D UHJXODU
D OHQV WKDW MXVW FOLSV R@ KHREW KWW WU R OFR® QRFWRYM RIPLQI
RWKHU EHWWHU PRXVHWUDS

I \RX SOD\ 32*2 2QOLQH DQG W KFNWLHPHIP R QVWR XX @& EDRIURP \RX
DQG ORRN IRU “&ORFN UXQV IDVOM. QKM Q7EADBUREGHP2LAQ6XQ-V -
QHHGV VRPH XSGDWLQJ RQ \RXU 3&

'LUHOHVV URXWHU VHFXULW\ ZDV GRWEXV PR®\UNKXAHRR2EWORO GV

ZDUH 5HPRYDO 7RRO° ZKLFK ILEGWEBLQYW HD@QQ$HHFBIRIRWRY PLV
OHHWLQJ DGMRXUQHG DW 30
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Antivirus up to Date?

Firewall?
Windows up to date?
Spy Ware?

See how to protect your

Computer at: http:/gtbpcug.org/protect/

More about Internet Threats

CCleaner http:www.ccleaner.com
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Continued on next page
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Windows | Applications |

| Windows | Applications |

Internet Explorer
[v] Temporary Internet Files
[ ] Cookies
[]Histary
[[JRecently Typed URLs
Delete Index.dat files
[]Last Download Location
|:| Autocomplete Form History
Windows Explorer
[ ]Recent Documents
[ ]Run (in Start Menu)
Search Autocomplete
Ciher Explorer MRUs
System
Empty Recyde Bin
[v] Temporary Files
Clipboard
Memory Dumps
Chkdsk File Fragments
Windows Log Files
Start Menu Shortcuts

[ ] Window Size/Location Cache
[]User Assist History

115 Log Files

Hotfixc Uninstallers

Custom Files and Folders

January 2009

Firefox/Mozilla

[[]Cookies

[[] Download History

Internet Cache

[ ]internet History

Saved Form Information

Applications

[[] Adobe Reader 8.0

Foxit Reader

IsoBuster

M5 Office Picture Manager

Nero Burning ROM

[[] Office 2003

Office 2007

Paint.NET

Sun Java

Yahoo Toolbar
Multimedia

Adobe Flash Player

Quidktime Player

Quicktime Player Cache

Real Player

[[] Wiridows Media Player
Utilities

7-Zip

WinRAR
Windows

[[]Ms Management Console

M5 Paint

MS Wordpad

RegEdit
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\J U u Try the Advanced Search for more

7

[ Google Search J[

I'm Feeling Lucky

Advertising Programs - Business Solutions - About Google

Advanced Search
Erefersnces
Lan

try About Google
for more things
to learn about
google

January 2009

Our Products

Help

Help with Google Search. Services and Products ..

Gooagle Web Search Features

Translation, I'm Feeling Lucky, Cached...

Google Services & Tools
Toolbar, Google Web APls, Buttons...

Google Labs

Idaae Namne Fvnarimante

Things for you to check out on your own

More searchers http://dmiller900.com/searchers.htm

Some info about Windows Speech Recognition

Scroll down some to see the demos listed at this site.

http://www.microsoft.com/enable/products/windowsvista/speech.aspx

For more info, type "speech recognition” in Google search.

Submitted by Don Miller. Thanks Don

http://dmiller900.com/searchers.htm

Web [mages

Mews Shopping Gmail more ¥

Google

Blog Search

Top Stories
Palitics

us

Waorld
Business

Technology
Video Games

Science
Entertainment
Movies
Television
Trnrte

Google Blog Search

121 blogs

over 12 hours

Pha ma lot

Viden
Groups
Books
Schalar
Finampce
Blogs

BREAKI

The Reac! YouTube

By Michae ¢51andar

Daschle tc

leader has Photos

Tom Dasc Documents
Huffingtont Reader

Tom Dasc
Hand at Hi

Tom Dasc| even more

Sites
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Organize photos locally and online

If you take lots of photos, keeping them organized is a hassle. Naming and tagging each takes a lot
of time. And it can be easy to lose or misplace photos.

Organization is especially important when sharing photos online. It makes uploading and sharing
photos so much easier. And it helps others find them online.

One program wraps organization and online sharing in one package. SnapAct makes it easy to man-
age your photo collection. It also ties in nicely with SnapAct’s online photo-sharing service.

You can add metadata to photos, including title, description, rating and more. This makes them eas-
ier to search for.

You can also group photos into albums. Then, syncing albums to your online account is easy.

SnapAct also has some simple photo-editing features. You can crop, rotate and sharpen. You can
also reduce red eye and add various filters.

Cost: Free Link : http://www.snapact.com System : Windows XP and Vista

World’s First Digital Camera (1975)created by Kodak's engineer Steve Sasson

In December 1975, Kodak engineer Steve Sasson invented something that would, decades later,
revolutionize photography: the world’s first digital camera. It was the size of a toaster, and captured
black and white images at a resolution of 100100 - or 0.01 megapixels in today’s marketing termi-
nology. The images were stored on cassette tape, taking 23 seconds to write. The camera uses an
ADC from Motorola, a bog-standard (for the 1970s) lens from a Kodak movie camera, and a CCD
chip from Fairchild Semiconductor - the same technology that digital cameras still use today. To
playback the images, a special computer and tape reader setup (pictured below) was built, output-
ting the grainy images on a standard TV. It took a further 23 seconds to read each image from tape.

Submitted by member

B. Brock. Thanks B. Brock
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Continued from page 9

Brand Names

The top players in the graphics card field are Nvidia and ATI, thanks mainly to their popularity among gamers. They are
also the largest companies in the field, and in fact, many of the smaller manufacturers use parts and other technology pro-
duced by Nvidia and ATI-that's standard procedure for the tech industry, though.

The fact that many of the cards out there come from the same place is just one of many reasons that brand name is per-
haps the least important thing to consider when buying a video card. Performance and specs that match up to your per-
sonal needs are the ultimate consideration, and you can get equivalent specs from many different manufacturers.

The only thing to consider when browsing brand names are little perks like warranty and convenience. If you like going to
big box stores to buy your components, for example, you'll have to choose one of the big brand names, and probably pay a
little extra. If you're into scouring the Internet for amazing buys and obscure brands, however, you can find good deals on
off brands.

Connectivity

Finally, two connections will be key to the vast majority of card users, and those connections affect how the card connects
to the computer and how the card connects to the monitor.

For connecting to the computer, there are three options out there:
PCI (Old, slower)
AGP (Current, fast)
PCI-Express (New, fastest)

You really won't have much of an option here-your choices will be limited by the connection slot your have available on
your PC. But it's nice to see the progression of the technology, and to know which to choose, if you can, if speed is your
main interest.

And for connecting from your card (the back of your computer) to your monitor, you'll almost certainly be using a DVI out-
put, as that's what is used by modern LCD monitors. Older CRT monitors will connect with a VGA cable, and you'll need an
adapter to connect your old monitor to your new video card. Such an adapter is usually included along with either your
monitor or your video card.

Connectivity is where you'll have the least amount of options. Beyond that, there are as many video cards out there as
there are colors in the rainbow. It's not always about which one is best, but more so about which one is best for you.

The roats of
education are hitfer,
but the fruifs soe
Eiiae] Aristate

Picture submitted by member Dick Evans. Thanks Dick
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n ] — 1 |
Outdoor Digital Antenna == ===
s il | ——
Congratulations! Your new Terrestrial Digital antarwill give you the best possible ~ " —
digital and HD picture quality (yes, even bettartttable or satellite). Today, local dic B i
tal TV (DTV)—including HDTV—is available over the aiising this antenna. Over-the ———] l &

air signals are not compressed like cable or gattlhinsmissions and THEY'RE FREE
Here are a few simple tips to make the installatisreasy as possible and optimize th |

performance of your new antenna.

While your new antenna will allow you to receivedbover-the-air (OTA) digital TV stations, it witiot provide cable or satellite
channels. After local OTA signals are received byryantenna, the digital signals must be decodeglosr DTV set can display a
digital picture. To watch true HDTV, you must have:

» Programming originating (produced) in HDTV

* HDTV transmission broadcast (At this time, ndtpabgramming from your local station or cable atedlite

channels is broadcasted in HD - consult your Ipcagramming guide),

* An HDTYV tuner (receiver)

» An HDTV monitor (display).

There are currently 3 ways to decode these locd BYations utilizing this antenna:

1. An HDTV set with a built in digital tuner. Mo$Ws sold after 2007 will have these built in. Asktihas one when you purchase
it.

2. An over-the-air digital tuner (Often called a-&# box). If the owner’'s manual of your set tapxtloes not specifically state a
digital

tuner is included, you will need to purchase a@etox with an ATSC tuner.

3. An HD satellite tuner. Both Dish Network® andRECTV® offer HDTV satellite receivers with the ovidre-air digital tuner
built-in.

Please note that once the antenna is mounted agdqal into the appropriate source on your DTV gitdli tuner, you will need to
perform a channel scan. If the antenna is movedghiannel scan must be performed again to asstextalignment.

Installation Tips

1. Mount the antenna on your rooftop for optimaffpenance. The antenna may be installed in an, dtticthis may cause

loss of signal strength. Face the front of the mmagtowards the transmitting towers. Don’t know mehgour towers are? Visit
www.antennapoint.com.

2. Once the antenna is mounted and the cable r®ected you are ready to run the cable to youraligiher, HD satellite

receiver or digital TV (Note: shorter cables runs better).

3. Perform the channel scan—consult your TV mafarahstructions.

Note: With digital television, it's an “all or naoiing” proposition. On a digital channel you will rexvsee “snow” or “fuzz” If you see
“snow” then you are tuned to an analog broadcaste@ digital signal is acquired, it will be petfd€that signal is interrupted, it
will be blank.

4. Avoid using an antenna mounted amplifier in arbeeas.

5. Seal all outdoor connections, especially attftenna, with a waterproof sealant. Humidity inatmosphere, can form

water droplets and corrode your connections.

Fact: Most of the DTV/HDTYV antennas returned tatsin perfect working order, but are returned beeaf faulty installation
techniques.

Trouble Shooting Tips

Common causes of signal loss: (approximate)

* Long cable runs - 30% loss for every 100 ft of@RG

« Satellite Diplexers -10%-50% loss

* Splitters - 50% loss per port

* Corroded connections - 20% -90% loss

If your signal is weak, check the length of youblearun (the shorter the better) and remove anitesys or diplexers. Check all con-
nectors/junctions for secure fit or corrosion. ¢y cable run must be longer than 75 feet, or yostrase a splitter, consider a pre-
amplifier- http://www.antennasdirect.com/antenna_amplifier.html

Continued on next page
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When using separate antennas, mounted on the sastgtry and keep at least 4-6 feet vertical sejparbetween antennas. UHF
Yagi-style antennas can usually be mounted withuahal-foot vertical separation. If you want to done signals so that you have
only one lead going into your house, use a UHF/\éddmbiner which includes a channel filter for eanteana, so as not to pick up
out-of phase signals through the other antenna.

UHF signals are line-of-sight, so clear any obstatletween you and the transmitting towers. Alsmying the antenna to different
locations in your attic/roof is advised. Often, eimentation with antenna location resolves a poblKeep the antenna away from
any metallic objects. Mount your antenna away fadhneflective surfaces or other antennas.

There may be issues with your digital tuner. Fadétgoding chips or bad firmware can affect serigitinaking it difficult to tune
digital stations.

Reflected signals (Multi-path interference) areenfa source of problems. For those living closeaiosmitting towers, multi-path
interference occurs when strong signals bounceesfby buildings and other surfaces causing sidugdouts. If your transmit tow-
ers are close, try aiming your antenna in diffedirgctions away from the towers and check for natagions received. Users very
close to the transmitters can use an attenuatomer the signal strength to reduce multi-pathriietence. If you live less than 5
miles from your local transmitters, you may neadaable attenuator to reduce the signal to a lthatl will not overload your
HDTYV set.

In rural areas, 20 — 50 miles distant from thegnaitter, an outdoor antenna equipped with an amaplif

http://www.antennasdirect.com/antenna_amplifien]  can provide good reception especially if the sigaalot
blocked by terrain (hills, etc.)
Another common cause of poor reception is stroggads from FM Radio and TV stations. Your antenragds in the whole broad-
cast spectrum and this can overwhelm a receiver.nfiach signal is just as bad as too little. Rememjmar antenna delivers ALL
TV and FM stations to your DTV tuner at once.
Optional Grounding Information
Grounding the coax cable with a coaxial lightinggauprotector will protect your equipment from agjé surges created by nearby
strikes but will not protect from a direct strike.
To protect yourself from a direct strike attaclightening arrester to the antenna mast. Connega#fe wire to a copper clad
ground rod driving it at least four feet into th@gnd. Check your local electrical codes to make sou are in compliance— We
recommend calling a professional electrician toigeland/or install.
WATCH FOR WIRES!
Installation of this product near power lines isg@rous. For your own safety, follow these impdr&afety rules.
1. Perform as many functions as possible on thergto
2. Watch out for overhead power lines. Check tis¢adice to the power lines before starting
installation. We recommend you stay a minimum afdéters (20 feet) from all power lines.
3. Do not install antenna or mast assembly on ayvifay.
4. If you start to drop antenna or mast assemigyagiay from it and let if fall.
5. If any part of the antenna or mast assembly sdmeontact with a power line, call your local poveompany. DO NOT TRY
TO REMOVE IT YOURSELF!
They will remove it safely.
6. Make sure that the mast assembly is properlyrgted.
WARNING
Installing antennas on windy days can be dangeBesause of the antenna surface, even slight varedge strong forces. Be pre-
pared to safely handle these forces at unexpecbaglemis. Do not attempt to assemble, move or mauehaa on windy days or
serious, even fatal accidents may occur. Antennig@DInc. is not responsible or liable for damagénjury resulting from antenna
installations.
WARNING
Antennas improperly installed or installed to amdaquate structure are very susceptible to windadenir his damage can be very
serious or even life threatening. The owner anthlles assumes full responsibility that the instadin is structurally sound to sup-
port all loads (weight, wind & ice) and properhaged against leaks. Antennas Direct Inc. will natept liability for any damage
caused by an antenna system due to the many unkvenvable applications.

877-825-5572

1699 West Fifth Street

Eureka, MO 63025
http://www.terrestrial-digital.com

Submitted by Dick Evans. Thanks Dick
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Submitted by member M.Brock. Thanks.
Legal Notice

Bay BytesCopyright © 2009, is the official newsletter of thee@er Tampa Bay PC User Group, Inc.(GTBPCUG). Therimdtion in this newsletter is intended to help our memltehss come from many sources
and cannot always be verified. It is recommended thabyoain professional advice from software and hardre wstributors, manufacturers, salesmen, or other gsinfieals dealing with the subjects that appear in this
newsletter. Unless specifically stated otherwiseptsimions expressed in Bay Bytes articles and columnthese of the individual authors and do not represent aiabffosition of, or endorsement by
GTBPCUG.GTBPCUG is not affiliated with any company, demnor equipment manufacturer. Permission for reproduction

of Bay Bytes in whole or in part is hereby granted toro#RCUG user groups for internal, non-profit use, providedlit is given to the author, GTBPCUG Bay Bytes glaith the copyright notice. Other reproductions
require the prior permission of the editor. When publistplease send a copy of your newsletter to

editor@gtbpcug.orgr mail to P.O.Box 501, Brandon, FL, 33509-0501.



