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RFID:    (Radio Frequency IDentification) 

Tracking everything, everywhere  

by Katherine Albrecht, CASPIAN  

[The following is an excerpt from: Albrecht, Katherine. "Supermarket Cards:                          

The Tip of the Retail Surveillance Iceberg." Denver University Law Review,                       

Summer 2002, Volume 79, Issue 4, pp. 534-539 and 558-565.] 

"In 5-10 years, whole new ways of doing things will emerge 

and gradually become commonplace. Expect big 

changes." [1] - MIT's Auto-ID Center Supermarket cards and 

retail surveillance devices are merely the opening volley of 

the marketers' war against consumers. If consumers fail to 

oppose these practices now, our long-term prospects may 

look like something from a dystopian science fiction novel. 

A new consumer goods tracking system called Radio Fre-

quency Identification (RFID) is poised to enter all of our 

lives, with profound implications for consumer privacy. RFID 

couples radio frequency (RF) identification technology with 

highly miniaturized computers that enable products to be 

identified and tracked at any point along the supply chain. [2]  

The system could be applied to almost any physical item, 

from ballpoint pens to toothpaste, which would carry their 

own unique information in the form of an embedded chip. [3] 

The chip sends out an identification signal allowing it to com-

municate with reader devices and other products embedded 

with similar chips. [4]  

Analysts envision a time when the system will be used to 

identify and track every item produced on the planet. [5]  

Click here for a PDF of the original article (2.4 MB) 

http://www.gtbpcug.org/
http://www.spychips.com/rfid_overview.html#1
http://www.spychips.com/rfid_overview.html#2
http://www.spychips.com/rfid_overview.html#3
http://www.spychips.com/rfid_overview.html#4
http://www.spychips.com/rfid_overview.html#5
http://www.spychips.com/documents/Albrecht-Denver-Law.pdf
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Minutes of the meeting March 2, 2010  

Al Miller paid a surprise visit to the meeting and this on his birthday. He came to thank the members for the 

many get-well wishes and greetings he received. Everybody was glad that the treatments are under way and 

wished him a speedy recovery. 

Gary Staleyôs Treasurerôs report was approved as read. 

Sherrie Foecking and Parker Monroe returned from their three-day FACUG cruise to Nassau, and gave a re-

port in great detail about the many conference sessions they had attended. Parker included a few photos dur-

ing his report. Both presenters were disappointed over the lack of participation by the U.S. software industry. 

It seems they may prefer conventions on land. 

Minutes of the Meeting March 9, 2010  

Member Frank Weitzman volunteered that evening to share his views and the experience he has had so far 

using Windows 7. His presentation was really within the meaning of the clubôs motto:                               

ñPeople helping Peopleò.                                                                                                                                     

A representative from Microsoft could not have done a better job introducing and explaining Windows 7 to the 

many of us still in doubt whether or not to upgrade. His step-by-step comparison of Windows 7 to Vista and 

XP was not only informative but also entertaining. His presentation ranged from features of the Taskbar and 

Search function feature to the Action  Center, which lets you change settings recommended by it, to how to 

organize and index your data, to name just a few. Indexing the data on his laptop helped him a great deal to 

achieve fast access to his 57,000 stored items.   

Minutes of the meeting March 16, 2010  

Jerry Harris came well prepared to answer all the questions during his SIG session, titled "Internet Browsers 

and WEB Searching." Two browsers can be better than one, he suggested, especially if a virus infection 

should cripple one's main browser or its connection to the Internet. He then compared Mozilla's Firefox with 

Microsoft's Internet Explorer. He also recommended being choosy when it comes to installing add-ons for a 

browser. Only the ones needed to properly display a particular Web page are really necessary. The same ap-

plies to toolbars, which may even try to install themselves. One or two toolbars can be useful, but most of 

them are not, and in any case they narrow your screen's viewing area. In case some unwanted ones do get 

installed, however, he showed they can easily be un-installed or disabled. How to remove unwanted e-mail in 

Outlook Express, sorting e-mail letters and flagging specific ones, and sending bulk mail issues were dis-

cussed, as well as uploading large files using Web sites offering this free service. One answer to the question 

of to how to cope with malicious pop-ups can be found on page 11 in the March newsletter. 

Minutes of the meeting March 23, 2010  

Before Darrell Manns started his Windows SIG Q&A, he introduced the members to ñTaskbar Shuffler,"                                                                                                      

a useful free utility for anyone who likes to rearrange the order in which open windows shortcuts appear                                                                                                        

on the Taskbar. Windows 7 includes this capability.                                                                                                            

During the Q&A session a variety of computer problems were discussed, including Zone Alarm not working 

correctly in Windows 7, Spybot Search & Destroyôs TeaTimer settings and usefulness, memory upgrades and 

where to buy and how to go about installing them, Comodo's free firewall, and Internet date and time, among 

others.                                                                                                                                                              

Belarc Advisor, a free downloadable from www.belarc.com, was also demonstrated. This utility lists every-

thing that is in and connected to one's computer. This very useful information can, and should, be printed out 

from time to time, so it is available in the event of problems.                                                                  

The club also welcomes a new member, June D. Kreger . Welcome to the GTBPCUG   
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                                                                                                                                           Submitted by Charlie Vanderford 

Greatest Windows tips of all time  PC World 

Toggle between apps:  Use Alt -Tab to switch open programs without touching your mouse. The 
oldest--and still the best--Windows timesaver.                                                                                                    

Navigate app windows:  Press Ctrl -Tab to cycle through an application's windows (or through a 
Web browser's tabs). First cousin of the tip above, and probably the most underrated tip ever. 

When in doubt, type it out:  If you don't want to hunt through nested menus and the like, you can 

access most functions, applets, or files the old-fashioned way--by entering them into the Search box. 

Type Calculator , Control Panel , or even the name of a piece of music on your hard drive, and 

press Enter . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full -frontal folders:  In Windows Explorer, click Folder Options  (located under the Organize menu) 

to reveal hidden files, show the full path in the title bar, display file extensions, and more.  

http://www.pcworld.com/
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Unobtrusive updates:  Keep your OS current by opening Windows Update (Automatic Update in 

XP) and setting it to Download updates but let me choose whether to install them. (To get there, 

press the Windows  key and type Windows Update .) That way, you won't have Windows urging you 

to restart when you don't want to (or worse, triggering a restart when you're away from the PC with 

an unsaved document open). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tweak your taskbar:  Right-click the Taskbar and choose Properties to find options for switching to 
the old Start menu , choosing which icons show in the notification area, setting default programs to 
appear in the Start bar menu, and more. 

Partition, partition, partition:  Make backups and restores easier by partitioning your hard drive and 

keeping one partition for the OS and the other for your documents and data. 

http://www.pcworld.com/article/132079/partitioning_a_hard_drive_in_vista.html
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Simple screen capture:  Take a screenshot by pressing Print Screen , which copies an image of 
your full screen to your clipboard so that you can paste it into Paint or your preferred image editor. 
To capture just the active window, use Ctrl -Alt -Print Screen . For more fine-tuned controls, try 
Screenshot Captor. 

Take a shortcut:  Right-click on any application icon, bring up the Properties menu, and click the 

Shortcuts tab. You can specify a keystroke combination to start your application here. Our personal 

favorite: Making a shortcut for Windows 7's Snipping Tool makes screenshots much easier. 

(Windows 7 only)                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make your text special:  Need a special character such as © or á ? Press the Windows  key and 
type character map  in the field to bring up an app that will let you copy and paste the characters 
you need. 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file/fid,68863/description.html
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Sticky keys (the good kind):  Holding down two keys at once--such as Ctrl-C to copy--is a royal 
pain. Press the Shift  key five times to start Sticky Keys, a feature that allows you to initiate a key-
board shortcut by merely pressing Shift, Ctrl, Alt, or Windows instead of holding that particular key 

down. Press Shift  five more times to toggle Sticky Keys off. 

Line them up:  Want to arrange two (or more) windows side by side in Windows XP or Vista? Hold 
down Ctrl  and click on the desired windows in the taskbar; then right-click the taskbar and select 
Tile Vertically. In Windows 7, you can simply drag any open window to the right or left edge of your 
screen and then let go. 

Instant classic (control panels):  Miss Windows' old Control Panel, which conveniently displayed 

all of its items at once? In Windows XP and Vista, just open the Control Panel and select Switch to 

Classic View. In Windows 7, click the View by drop-down menu in the upper-right corner and select 

your preference. 

Speed Up Your Services 

Manage the Task Manager:  Windows' built-in Task Manager (press Ctrl -Alt -Del and click Task 
Manager) is great for seeing what your system is up to, but power users will prefer Process Explorer, 
which shows more details that can help you find a memory leak or troubleshoot a pesky DLL prob-
lem. 

Nudge your network:  If you have network problems, try opening the command prompt (enter cmd  

in the Start menu's search box) and typing ipconfig /renew  to reset your network connection. 

 

 

http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file/fid,23780-order,1-page,1-c,alldownloads/description.html


GTBPCUG                                                            7                                                              April 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Index this, not that:  The Windows Search indexer speeds up built-in search functions, but the in-

dexing process itself can consume system resources at inconvenient times. Open Indexing Options 

in Control Panel (or press the Windows  key and type Indexing Options ). The resulting dialog box 

will let you specify which folders or types of data are indexed to avoid bogging down your PC need-

lessly.  


